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ſeem ſtrange, that among 
| olumes written upon Phy- 
Te on the preſent. Subje Gl 
cannot be thought too unim 
4 t to deſerve the Attention of an 
Author, ſince it is found, and will! 
be ſhewn, that many of the dire Evillss 
of Life are brought upon us by a: - 
want of Attention therein. 


The Cauſe, then, of this Deſertion 
in Phyſical or Chyrurgical Writers 
may be imputed to another Source 
which is, that ſome time paſt . 
Surgeons and Barbers Company were E 
incorporated as one, and thence ridl= 
culouſly called the Barber- Surgeons. 
The Profeſſors of the unſcientific Art, 

willing to avail themſelves of the ad. 

ditional Appellation, aſſumed a Part 
ol its Function, and hence 6 to 
V . 
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Bleed, Cup, and draw Teeth, inſo- 
= much, that this Part of the Profeſ- 
ion has, for ſome Time 
maoſt wholly relinquiſhed by regula: 
a Surgeons. This Intruſion on their 
I Province is the more to be decried, . 
ſince it is that the Anatomy 
of the Human Body, and a well- 
Knowledge of the Connec- 
tion of its Parts, are the only ſure 
Foundation on which a ſucceſsful 
FREE Practice KK AA 
To wreſt this Part of the Art from 
1 hs Hands of the unfkilfal,---to de- 
ſcribe the ſeveral Disorders of the 
| Teeth; and to point out proper Reme- 
dies, are the Objects aimed at in the 


# 


 -_ following Treatiſe; how far the Au- 
5 thor's Endeavours are likely to at- 
ttain theſe Ends, he ſubmits to the 
"= To of a candid and impartial 
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been deemed preferable to cure it- 
ſelf; the intention, therefore, of the 
following pages, is to prevent, as far as 


- or deficient e + +11) 55 | 
laid down will anſwer the purpoſe, t 

author is ſufficiently convinced, both from 
reaſon and experience; and in order the 


more effectually to enforce. this precept, - 
it may be neceſlary to exhibit to view ſome 
of thoſe evils experienced from a contrary 
vonduct. In doing this, I ſhall proceed by 
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REVENTION has, in all ages; 


3 poſſible, the evils. reſulting from decayed 


- That a proper attention to the rules 
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he whole body; and in what degree 


43 
| a deſeant on the teeth l 80 FEI 
as concerns the beauty and ornament: 8 
8 
proipericy of the ſubject may be affected 
y being deprived the uſe of them in the 
common occurrences of life. | 
In ſpite of all the ſophiſtical argu ments 
that Have been holden to prove beauty a 
- diſadvantage to the poſſeſſor, it muſt, 
however, be acknowledged a real advan- | 
tage, ſince it is not incampatible with 
any one virtue or qualification: and more- 
over, if authority is given to the Scrip- 
tures, it is by the Creator himſelf called a 
bleſſing; fince we find it is frequently 
ſaid therein, that ſuch an one was well- 
favoured, being beautiful to look on. We 
have alfo innumerable inſtances of that 
fole endowinent placing the party in the 
eft ſituations, and procuring that 
temporal happinefs which, perhaps, no 
cher means could obtain. 1. being, then, 
3 that beauty is a deſirable acqui- 
flelen, (and it mult be ſo, elſe why is 
5 every one willing to poſſeſs it?) it Wa. 
mains'to ſhew how far it is connected with 
ths preſent ſubject. 
A being is more or leſs beantiful, in 
proportion as it approaches towards 


W's in a frame; it vill ſurely, the en, 
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turally RS to poſſeſs: a pleaſing form 


* 1 55 us not only happy in 3 but 


our company defirable to others; and no- 
thing contributes ſo much to embelliſh 
that form as a fine ſer of teeth; it gives 
an additional w wed he to every other ac+ 
compliſhment, 
conceal: real defects. 
'The 98 5 from a want of per- 
fect teeth, may ar from three diſtinct 


- cauſes, viz. a defect of teeth themſelves; 
=. deformity of them; and, laſtly, a diſeaſe 


in them, or the & arr that ſurround them. 
The firſt of the 


chapter of their formation, and the others 
under their reſpective heads. 


Among the many we ſee with blemiſhes 5 
or deformities of the teeth, ſome may have 
been natural and inevitable; yet I may lately | 
lay, that nineteen in twenty ſuffer from an 


inattention to them in ſome part or the 
whole of their lives. Although nature 
| ſhould have endowed a. perſon with fine 


8 ſound teeth, yet unleſs pains be taken to 
e keep 15 
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e fo _ ; 

5 whole. The teeth 
are te the firſt remarked, in deſcribing 
an elegant figure, which every one nd 


is eften he mean of 


will be conſidered in che 
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keep them clean, it is almoſt impoſſible 
they can long continue ſo; and, on the 

other hand, Se wan areas) ig: u- 
ty be regularly performed, it js equally im- 
probable but that they ee to an 
| Advanced age, excluſive of external acci- 
ddeͤsents, or other remote cauſes, ſuch as ſa- 

> . livation, &c. Seeing, then, the vaſt im- 
portance of keeping the teeth and gums 

Clean, it behoves every one to perform 

. this office unremittingly ; directions for 
Which will be given under the chapter for 

ttt purpoſe. If by neglect and want of 
cleaning, a geen has ſuffered the teeth to 
decay intirely, they can never be brought 

back to their priſtine ſtate, nor be replaced 
by others, ſo as to anſwer the purpoſe we 

wiſh, whether they be natural teeth or ar- 

tificial, in ſpite of the falſe aſſertions and 
- advertiſements of ſome to the contrary. 

Many fall under this predicament from 

5 want of due conſideration, as the evils are. 
"5 not ſuddenly felt. How many people of 
real learning would be ornaments to ſo- 
Ciety, but for this misfortune? For if they 
mould be tempted to ſpeak, the hearers, in- 
Read of receiving real information, are 

amuſed with the idea of ſome caricature, 

and are often thrown into an involuntary 
laugh, which cannot fail to be PIT by 
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aiftres of the whole company * Wan 1 
moſt ſenſible and convincing argument 
would loſe its force through ſuch a vehicle. 
Every individual is deſirous to obtain 
the art of pleaſing in converſation, and no 
one can doubt of the impoſſibility of doing 
that effectually while there is the leaſt de- — 
15 the mouth. Pronunciation is ma 
| affected by. every misfortune that "I 
befals the teeth; ſo that many people 
who. were by nature and education in- 
tended for publick ſpeakers, are thereby 
precluded a genteel livelihood. It may 
therefore with truth be ſaid, that one of. 
the moſt material duties of a perſon, in- 
tended for an orator, is that of attending 
= Lia teeth; ſince all the qualifications he 
| poſſeſs beſide, with a defect therein, 
5 not enable him to become an orator. 
If this ſhould happen to one intended for 
the bar, pulpit, or ſtage, it will prove an 
inſurmountable obſtacle: to his tame and © 
. progreſs, and his education muſt be other- 
_ wiſe applied. 6 „ 
HFlaving conſidered, then, how much . 
the eye and ear are charmed by the 
teeth in a ſound ſtate, let it be re- 
marked how much the ſenſe of ſmelling 
is offended by them in a contrary on. 
1 2 hough it may not be diſcovered by the 
"pr | 


1 64A 


3. 


| pleſon whoſe teeth (if foul) are © offenſive) 0 
yet every one in company muſt ſoon diſcer 
it; as the breath is every moment charged 
with ſanious effluvia that exſude from the 
teeth and gums. Every one, therefore, un- 
der this predicament, is liabſe to become 
odious to every Ferſen! in whoſe Fe 
be ſhould fall. 
It is not to bewendered, that people who 
- "hive an offenſive breath from foul teeth, 
are not apt to diſcover it in others, ſince 
are themſelves accuſtomed to the 
Putrid exhalations of their own, which ne- 
eeſſarily will be taken up in inſpiration. 
It would be improper in me to ſuppoſe the 
 fair-ſex can need to be reminded of this; 
fince delicacy is one of their ſhining cha- 
racteriſties, and a deficienc of 1 it in them 
would be ſooner diſco . 
Having. faid ſo much of clean teeth, in 
reſpe& to the ornament and uſe of them, 7 
let us next conſider how far the health 
may be affected by a want of them. Di- 
geſtion is the moſt important of all the 
muſcular actions of the body; if, there- 
fore, by any accident, this eſſential work is 
interrupted or diminiſhed, diſeaſe is the cer- 
- tain conſequence. As far, therefore, as un- 
_ ſound teeth may tend to fruſtrate this part 
of the animal waer, ſo far min, * 4 
i 


forth 10 maſtication; ſo that ſhould: the 


1 


faid to inj jure the health of the 8 
The 3 inciter and ſupport of the dir 
geſtion of the ſtomach is the liquor ef the 
bear glands, which is abundantly drawn 


teeth be unſound, or deficient i in num 
this latter action would be im perfectly 
performed; conſequently, leſs of the. ſa- 
fe iva is carried i in deglutition to the ſtomach, 
than is neceſſary to compleat the digeſtion, 
Beſides; the teeth, if . unſound, cannot ef. 
| fectually divide the food, ſo as to be aſſi- 
mulated into chyle for the nouriſhment of 
5 15 body ; hence weakneſs, and a degene- +. 
racy of all the fluids of the body, the ge- 
neral complaints of perſons who have bad 
teeth. Another, not leſs univerſal, is that 
of the heart · burn and pain of the ſtomach, 
owing to the pieces of food being ill com- 
minuted, whereby they injure the tender 


Hy fibrillæ 31 its internal coat... 


I) be lacteal veſſels, through which the 
chyle is carried to the blood for the nou- 
riſhment and ſtrength of the body, are 
wonderfully ſmall, inſomuch that a grain 
of ſand is ſufficient to cover the mouths 
of a thouſand of them; if, then, our nu- 
triment be not well divided and broken to 
pieces, ſo as to incorporate with, and give 
PvE; its virtue to "0 Buds we on 
| os 


qe) 


bow can it be expected that the nutri- 

ment can be abſorbed, and the body pre- 
ſerve its wonted ſtrength ? Inſtead of 
+ which, it grows enervated and enfeebled, 


the Juices become vitiated, and a perfect 


maraſmus inſues; in which caſe the per- 
fon is faid to die of a decay, without any 


farther 1 inquiry how it came on. 


By this time, it is h the judicious 


reader will agree with the author, in the 
neceffity of laying down ſens rule for the 


readers, ſince he has no intereſt to conceal 
any thing from the public that would oblige 
them to have recourſe to him, or any ſur- 


- geon-dentift. On the contrary, he affirms it 


as a fact, that by an attention to the rules 
laid down hereafter, a perſon may be able 
to preſerve his teeth in as good, or pro- 


bably better order, than if he was to pay 


ten or twenty guineas a year to a dentiſt; 


ſince he muſt abſolutely do ſomething o 


them on that account, whether it WF ne. 
5 bs r or r not. 5 
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revention of theſe diſaſters; he will be 
likely to excite the more candour in his 
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pe pecies of 3 or i 5 
5 wh ib called gomphoſis : the circular 
bert the gums is called the neck, 


in Circ nice — the ſu- 


ofiſhed* ſubſtance which ſurrounds 
5 as the neck, the texture of which 

| 10 fell harder than the tooth itſelf. 

| n deſcribing this part of the 
body, have conſidered the tooth as covered 
e ut with this enamel; which errour 
ſttzhey have been led into dy the evenneſs 
of the entire ſurface of the tooth: but if 
we carefully examine a tooth, we ſhall find 
the enamel ceaſe at the neck, where the 
fibres of the gums are attached. The in- 
* feriĩour part of the tooth, being ſurrounded 
1 : (by We & um , does not ſtand in need of this 
3 of, If, however, by any accident 
Z or dif . os teeth are deprived of that 
|  thelter, they ſoon decay in that part; fo 
| that, we he” a diſeaſe of the gums may be 
FR, as fatal to the teeth as if 1 it were ſeated in 
: Ex FE I . themſelves. 1 na. 3 
TDr,ͤhe. teeth are largely ſupplied with 
=". -nerves and blood - veſſels, the form of 
„ Wjnhich are derived from the maxillaris and 
3 | auditory nerves, and which accounts for 
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the pain ſo ſenſibly felt i in thoſe parts of.  _ 
h the Lache, by the well- 
| known doctrine of ſympathy. The roots i 
of the grinders poſſeſs a larger pack e ð I 
the upper part of the ſo cet, in Which tex. 
are fixed; © 7518 accounts for 4 
e extraction , 
rily muſt con- 
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1 Firſt Dentition. Lo 2 


118. 1 11 5 1 4245 E | 
aim LA be ene zin my 
directions under this. cl bapter, as 


of che greateſt im n e to many thou 
ads; and to Which J 1 «phil: 
17 Seb ave been ſacrifi 


ed thr 9 
latter my E has by. a obſcryance of 
cke fules Rid down under this 58. th 


lives of many of thoſe tender ſubjects will 


be ſaved, the parents exempted from un- 
happineſs, and the community benefited 


thereby. 


In waking into the bills of mortality, 


who can refrain from almoſt weeping at 
the dreadful account, when he ſees that 
near one third of. by who die un- 


der two years of age, fall by dentition ! 


and I am myſelf convinced, that many 


are not numbered in the liſt, but are ſaid to 
die of convulſions, fevers, conſumptions, 
&c. moſt of which are brought on by teeth- 
ing: who, that reflects on this dire account 
for a moment, can withold his advice to 
the parent, or nurſe, to whoſe care the ten. 


der babe is committed during the progreſs 


of this trial! 5 
is impoſſible, know the preciſe 
time of a child's *cirtting his teeth, as 


it varies according to the health and 


AFrengrh 


ri 5 


* — 


2 — Moore our, 


1 


3 


6 * 9 


vg dügth ix Abr Wacht Thee H e beg 

5  thſkances ofa-child being born with teeth; 

'. * others have no to two years without che 

ES 115 pearance of à tooth: however, as. near 
c 


an be, dentitior is effected in the fol- 
lowing manner. About the fourth or fiftfl 
month, the two front inciſores of the lower 
te r which the lar rgeſt 1 


aw; and Theſe pos 171 the Anh 998 
above, which compleat the number of i in- 
ciſores : then, in four or five months, ap? 
pour in one or the other Jaw, as may hap- 

n firſt, the canini; and next to Theſe, the 
Ill molares; making in the Whole ten 
ieerh in each jaw, which are called milk: 
teeth, and are found by nature to anſwer 
every purpoſe till about the flxth year; 
when the four foremoſt great molares 4974 
produced; after which the proceſs of 
n ceaſes till about the cwelfth ot 
thirteenth 2290 which furniſhes the” four - 


other m ola: The four great molares 


eing cut at a time ſo1 remote from the firſt 
en, has 6ccafibned this p peribd to be called 


55 ſecond dent i ion, 1 5 10 of the _ | 


four beldg called 4 thitd dentition. , B 
'the ſame rule, we might call the time of 
Fain, the bn e is in of 

. about 
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about the eighteenth __ the th 
dentition z but theſe dil inctions are un- 
neceſſary, and ſerve only to confound: 


and though nature takes up ſo much time _ 


in the work, tis in fact but one dentition, 
the only real ſecond dentition, being that 
which ah Place after the ſhedding the 
milk-teeth, which in common begins: a out 
the fifth year. | 
Our care, as to the child's teething, ends 
when he has attained the ten milk: teeth, 
which, as was obſerved before, is gene- 
rally completed in the firſt two years; 
often in eighteen. months. This period 
being over, renders the child's life much 
ſafer z and vice verſa. In order, therefore, 
do render it leſs dangerous, it will be ne- 
ceffary, 3 in my directions, to go back to the 
time. in which dentition is ſuppoſed firſt 
to affect the health of the COT 1D: 
Although the teeth do not, in common, 
appear till the the fourth or fifth month, 
vet we may reaſonably preſume the child | 
ſaffers conſiderable pain 2 their firſt at- 
tempting their way through the gum; in 
which caſe, if the child 14 uneaſy and 
reſtleſs, and hot withal, and if he ag Fes to 
put his hand in his mouth, and no viſible 
_ cauſe can be aſſigned for all this, we reaſon- 
* e conclude he 1 is about to f 4 
| | toot 
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tooth; more eſpecially: if be Atirels con- 
Fo. tinually” at the mouth. The ſame cure, 
2 in the firſt inſtance, is neceſſary through- 
- out dentition; and the rules I ſhall lay 
© down art ſuch as can in no caſe be attended 


With the leaſt ill conſequence i in any hands 


Whatever, but may, with ſafety, be pur- 
|  Tued indiſcriminately by all thoſe who 
haye the care of children. __ 

I ſhall premiſe theſe dfreRians, — ex- 
ploding ſome very old and generally a- 
dopted cuſtoms among nurſes; who, above 

all other creatures in the world, are the 
moſt obſtinate and deaf to conviction. 
often ſetting up their own practice againſt 
that of the molt experienced phyſicians, 
and even reaſon. A However, in this 
inſtance, J flatter myſelf I ſhall be able to 
convince them of their errour, by argu- 
ments ſu ported by and referred to com- 
e If, a all, there be of the 


"al above tribe, thoſe Sho! are determined 


not to be put out of their old road, they 
deſerve no better appellations, than mur- 
derers, though the unhappy parent can- 
not, in the eye of the law, treat them as | 
ſuch. | 
"Tt deen the ultorn; en time im- 
memorial; to furniſh the child, almoſt as 
N as born, with a weapon of a very de- 
ſtructive 
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fo Sil ay her 9 5 edge, 1 
con 3 crete the 1 h cad of 
It. into its mouth, and then, working is 
om ſide to ſide on the child's. gums. : 
Every touch lays the foundraton of greater. 
ills 3 for 85 ally hardegs and.chi, ckens FI 
EE and renders 250 forts Tk nature;leſs 
oh | in piexcing. it * ch the « cg . 
dre eue the ee of he ood 
ET I „the e b ence 
Has TY he cle of rooth, a ſh; 
like tha law, e 5 1 9 nat * 
Saua 5 e veſſels, .1o as to ſtop 
intire 8 25 the circulation of 1 pats, bur 
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the b lind obſtinate practices gf nurſes, in 
the friction of 11 75 with this coral, [or 
other hard inft prope choſe points 
hich are 25 ttle lancets 
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5 feveriſh, from the inflammation and pain 


by means of t 


n 
By this time, the infant degins to be 


communicated to the fifth pair of nerves 
„„ the max 
illaris; the heat there. produces a coſtive- 


neſs, and from theſe. ſymptomatic: diſ- 
eaſes the child is univerſally ill. In this 


ſituation, the nurſe is its only phyſician; 
and, if one be propoſed, ſhe tells the mo- 
ther, That nathing can be done for 1 2 
as ſhe is ſure it is only its teeth.“ She 
therefore doubles her efforts to make way, 
as ſhe thinks, for the tooth, by money 
fretting the gum with. the deluſive coral 


which 1s, in fact, adding fuel to fire.” It 
is wonderful the abſurdity of this practice 


has not. flown in the face of the whole 
world; for we might as well expect that a 
gardener would trample on the beds of 
heat Aa to facilitate the excluſion of the 
rough the earth. But, en 

to * ſubject. 
The nuͤrſe, wt * the preſent. in 


thetaſk of chafing the child's gums her- 
ſelf, makes, it its own foe, by putting. the 
weapon into its own hand, Who, neither 


guided by reaſon, nor inſtinct, but led by 


the feelings of the inſtant, forcibly.crams 
it into its mouth, and then ſhutting it 


tar, TE | a the gum, 1 


perhaps | 


be thrown into a genera 


F —· DD. 
perhaps breaks off a. bit of the edge of the 
tooth, which, by this time, lies near the 


ſuperficial part of the gum. The pain 
brought on by this violent contuſion, 
ſerves but to increaſe the general inflam- 


mation; and as the nerves of the head are 


ſtrongly affected, the child becomes deli- 


rious and convulſive; and if the coſtive- 


neſs has been of any continuance, the fever 


will be violent and 3 ſo that he will 
1 | 


unleſs the convulſive ſpaſms return fre- 
quently, in one of which he may probably 


de taken off, and thereby reſcued from the 
Miſery of a more lingering death. 55 


This being the unexaggerated ſtate of 


the caſe, can we but lament that no au- 
thor, to this day, has eyer made the leaſt 


remark upon it? I have myſelf been an 


eye-witneſs of the dire effects of this bar- 


make its way through a body of a nature 


divide the gum with a lancet, in the place 
where the tooth was about to protrude 


barous cuſtom in a child, where the nurſe, 


by repeated friction af the gums, had ren- 


it was impoſſible to expect the tooth could 


dered them in a manner callous, fo that 


as hard as its own. It was propoſed to 


itſelf, which might eafily be diſcovered 


＋ 


by the prominence of the gum. This 
. 3 nat 


ectic and decay, 
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det hen conſented .to in the firſt inſtant 

_ . propoſed, the female adept fell to work, a 
ſecond time, with a thin-edged fix-pence; 
averring, that that would do the buſineſs 
effectually, without hurting the child, —By 
a parity, of. reaſoning, it would be better 
to am putate a limb with the edge of a 
filver diſh, or any blunt inſtrument, rather 
than with a ſharp one. —In this manner 
ſhe continued to trifle with the life of the 
child, till a relation, wiſer than the reſt, 

 infiſted the gum ſhould be divided; this 
was done in three ſeconds of time, with- 
out the child being ſcarce ſenſible of pain, 
by which it was reſcued; from the fate of 
whole: hecatombs who have gone before 
it. And even this operation of dividing 
the gum would ſeldom, if ever, be on 
fary, were the work left intirely to nature. 
Having thus deplored the evils brought 
upon children, by an 1gnorant treatment 
of them in this important period of their 
lives; it cannot be n improper for 
me, in this place, to lay down certain rules 


for the ſucceſsful management of them. 


Firſt, let it be well conſidered, that al- 
moſt every infant that is loſt in dentition, 
dies of ſome ſymptomatic, or rather ſe- 
condary diſeaſe; ſuch as convulſions, fever, 
ee &c. all. 2 which are . 
2 on 
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the orders and rules 
that the nurſe, or other attendant of the 


diſt 

complaints are likely to run, and, by 2 

— interpoſition, mitigate their vio- 
nee. 


CE 
teethinę , And take p ace Aördin 


N origir 41 ſtamina of the conſtitutlon: 
and that this is really the caſe, is obvious; 


r= oy 


morrific: 


ation of the gums. 


From this conſideration, we are mend 


ef how much conſe it is to watch 


quent ymproms 
laid Joh it is a fact 


to guard againft the con 
becoming violent. By 


child, may as effectually 1 the 
ch ds falling into a ſtate on 
It had the aiſtance of a is cian; for 
the nurſe is always preſent which" 'the phy- 
Beian is not, 25 Suſegbenth, can fooner 


ingutſh the channel into Which the 


The order in which nature gederdlly fue 


ceedòs is as follows: When the teeth are raiſed 


ſome height 1 —2 to preſs, 
in ſome 8 , on the the child be- 


gins to feel an uneaſmeſs, „ fch at firſt 


makes it rather dull than eroſs; but as 
they advance fill farther, fo as to diſtend 


and ſtretch the nerves and veſſels of the 


gums, its ſufferings are corifiderably 


SOT 


* 


for we never hear of a dor purseion or 


quence 
the progreſs of the work of teething, and 


nger, as 4 


1 
4.6 1 
"LY \ 


on 
Re deightcncd: it i beg ins to cry, and 
be reſtleſs; which, if not en re. 
 dieved by art at this period, will be ſure to 
lay the foundation of a dangerous 1 
The mean, therefore, to be adopted, is 
procure the child reſt, by giving it re- 
peated ſmall doſes of aniod yne, fuch a3 
 Godfrey*s Cordial, or, which will be ber- 
ter, as the doſes will be more eaſily aſcer- 
t.ained, half a tea- ſpoonful of che ſyrup u 
diacodium, for two doſes; or one drop of 
daudanum repeated as occaſion may require. 
No fears need be raiſed as to the effects of 
opiates being given to theſe young ſubjects; 
ir being certain that, however often repeated 
the doſes are, if they be not too large, no in- 
ſtance was ever found of their being of diſ- 
ſerviee: on the contrary, where their uſe has 
been dictated by pain and partial inflamma- 
tion, many lives have been preſerved, and 
many more might have been, if timely ad- 
' miniſtered, By giving the young patient 
ſſmmall doſes of dene, 'as the exigence 
of the caſe ſhall require, he is not worn 
-out with pain and want of ſleep, which. 
are as bad as continued erying; but its 
ſtrength is preſerved, ſo as to be able to 
ſupport the remainder of the work; and 
J am confident in this my opinion and al- 
— that. by the 2 of it at 
ä „ 
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this important period, the fate of the child 


is ſtruck; as, if the firſt indications be re- 


jected, a fever, for the moſt part, ariſes, 
CN ſickneſs, vomiting, purging, Van, 


and, laſtly, convulſions. 


lt is exceedingly 8 the firſt | 


onſet, if the child be of a ſtrong frame, 
_ that a coſtiveneſs enſues, by the heat which 
is derived from the gums, to the other 


parts of the body. It behoves the nurſe, 


in this caſe, to Kanten and looſen i its belly 


with a. little manna, given in water-gruel, 


or any other convenient vehicle. This 
leſſens conſiderably the rigidity and ten- 
ſion naturally excited by the acceding 
fever, the continuance of which will be 
prevented by this prudent interpoſition: 
If, on the contrary, from thgtender. frame 
or relaxed habit of the child, or from any 
other cauſe, a purging is brought on, it 


ſhould be particularly attended to; other- 


wiſe the ſtrength of the child will be ex- 


hauſted, the fluids of the body vitiated, 
and another train of evils Wl follow. 
If proper attention be paid. to the advice 


given reſpecting the compoling medicine, 


this laſt complaint will ſeldom run to any 


extreme; but ſhould it exceed the bounds 


of ſafety, ſive grains of compound powder 


of crabs claws muſt be adminiſtered, and 


re mo 


RE 


(23) 
repeated as occaſion may require. The 
ſame quantity of clean chalk is no im- 
proper ſubſtitute to the crabs claws, and 
will be found to have an equal good effect. 
It is impoſſible but that ſome extraor- 
dinary heat will ſometimes follow the ef. 
forts nature is making to pierce the gums, 
eſpecially if the-child be of a ſtrong, groſs - 
habit; but the acceſſion of a fever will be 
prevented, by giving it a more than ordi- 
nary quantity of diluting liquor, ſuch as 
barley-water, rendered palatable by boil - 
ing a few raiſins therein, and afterwards 
diffolving eight or ten grains of nitre in 
the quantity it takes in the dag. 
During the whole progreſs of the firſt 
dentition, the only application that can 
ſafely or judiciouſly be made to the gums 
themſelves is, with a ſoft deſſil, or piece of 
Cotton, dipped in warm oil of almonds, 
or other innocent, penetrating oil. An- 
other uſeful application is that of the de- 
coction of a poppy- head, applied in the 
ſame manner, which allays the tenſion of 
the gums, and conſiderably abates the in- 
flammation of them. 5 A 
| _ Theſe are the only topical remedies 
that can be deviſed with efficacy and 
ſafety, and may be repeated very often, 
WIT CHD 6 0 0 2. 
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without the. leaſt apprehenſion. of incon - 


venience or danger. 


Nothing is ſo common, at this period 
of the, child's life, as to obſerve a green- 
iſhneſs in its ſtools, occafioned by the 
milk, or other food, having acquired an 
acidity in the ſtomach and bowels, from 


the increaſed, heat and irregular motion 


of thoſe organs, together with the ſtimu- 


| Jus and pain the child ſuffers from its 
gums being continually compreſſed, Even 


this ſymptom, from real neglect, is often 
attended with fatal conſequences, as it 
keeps up a continued purging, which fre- 
quently brings the child to the grave; or 
elſe, by its acrimony, it brings on convul- 
fions, which do the ſame office. The moſt 
effectual, and, indeed, infallible method £ 
of relieving this ſymptom, is to give it 
repeated doſes of magneſia, made according 
to the London Diſpenſatory; and if the 


child be very lax, and have a frequency 


of ſtools, equal quantities of prepared co- 


ral or chalk ſhould be mixed with it. 


Sometimes it may be neceſſary, where 
ſtools are ſo very frequent, to give the 


latter medicine alone. 


Thus, then, we ſee, more attention is 
neceſſary to the ſymptoms, than to the 


diſeaſe elf; and when we ſee a child cut 


its 


W diſtribution of the vital influence, which 


tas.) 


is teeth without any of theſe diſorders, it 
is where its real ſtrength of frame is great, 
and where every other favourable circum- 
ſtance conſpires; for the leaſt weakneſs on 
the ſide of the oppoſing part will degene- 
rate into ſome, or (if neglected) even into, 
perhaps, all the evils deſeribed. bog 
Convulſions are the natural conſequence 
of the foregoing ſymptoms being - neg - 
lected in the itte inſtance, and afterwards 
ſuffered to run on till the powers of nature 
are in part exhauſted. — ,there- 
fore, are no diſeaſe of themſelves, but are 
ſymptomatic, occaſioned by an ynequal 


if it ſhould happen in the meninges of the 
brain, a deprivation of ſenſe takes place, 
and the muſcles about the face are diſtorted 
and drawn into frightful forms. If it 
ſhould happen in —— lungs, a difficult and 
laborious breathing ſucceeds, with diſtor- 
tions and diſtractions of the whole body, 
as is ſeen in perſons ſtrangling. When 
this unequal influence reaches the heart 
or aorta, or any of the ſuperiour veins, 
as cava, &c. the ſyſtole and diaſtole of the 
beart no longer keep pace with each other, 
(diſcoverable by the intermittency of the 
pulſe) the great wk of the blood, there- 
tore, ſuſ *. — or * ſtops its contrac- 

tion, 
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cided; their place, therefore, is well ſup- 
plied with irritative embrocations, ſuch as 


der the fits ſhorter in continuance; and, in- 


6 | 
tion, and the patient dies in a ſtate of 
inertion and calmneſs. 00. 
If it happens, then, that from neglect of 
attention to the firſt complaint, or any 
other cauſe, convulſion is brought on, all 
that can be done is, to give the child, if 
poffible, ſome little ſtimulating cordial, as, 
now and then a 9 — of warm 
brandy and water ſweetened. Frictions of 
warm eloths over the belly and ſtomach 
will often ſhorten the fit: bliſters would 
be of more ſervice, but they do not begin 
to operate till the fate of the fit be de- 


ſpirits of wine and camphor, and ſome- 
times ſpirits of hartſhorn, or a plaſter of 
flower and muſtard applied to the ſtomach. 
Applications of this kind frequently ren- 


- deed, are generally our only reſource, as it 
1s with difficulty any fluid can be conveyed 
to the ſtomach. Gliſters of broth made 
. warm with cloves and mace are of ſovereign 
uſe, as they not only anſwer the purpoſe of 
the foregoing, but ſerve to nouriſh the 
child, and keep up its little ſtrength from 
totally ſinking ; nay, it is poſſible, by this 
method only of conveying nutriment, that 
a child might be kept alive many days, 
TEST Sb even 


Ls ) 
even weeks, where the. ſtomach has been 
gradually. deprived of receiving its food. 
When, by any or all of theſe means, the | 
fit is taken off, attention muſt be Paid to 
the primary diſorders which occaſioned it; 
and on no account omit to give ſmall doſes 
of opiates, at regular periods, with ſome 
pleaſant cordial, as a little tent-wine, &c. 
whereby the pain will be abated, and the 
child will recover ſtrength, till nature in- 
tirely overcome the diſeaſe.  _ 5 
Some perſons may think I have — too 
particular on this ſubject; but it is of ſuch 
great importance to the lives of a vaſt 
Number of infants, that I plead this as my 
Wpology ; being convinced that many have 
Wprcmaturely fallen victims to the Jaws of 
eath, for want of due attention and con- 
Y deration herein. 
After thus, enumerating the evils at- 
W<ndant on dentition, the author has only 
o add, in this place, that he is confident a 
Writ adherence to theſe rules muſt be at- 
FW ndcd with ſucceſs nineteen times in twen- 
. and which will be even farther inſured, 
the nurſe, or attendant on the infant, 
ould, with a doſſil of lint, moiſten its 
gums once a day with the Dentilave here- 
frer to be mentioned. This will be a 
nean of S raking off, or abating the tenſion 
2 and 
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them with greater facility, and preventing 


be better effected by, holding the childs 


abounding fluid (drawn off by che Tincture) 
be ſuffered to run freely off. 


for uſe; and moreover, if the child ſhould 


be prevented. 


unevenneſs in the latter, fo as that the I 
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and rigidity of the Abies of the gums, 
cauſing their fluids to circulate through 


obſtructions and inflammations. When 
adminiſtering this, the end aimed at. will 


head in an inclining poſture, "fo that the 


The Tin&ure alluded to has this far- 


ther advantage, that it will keep any length 
of time, and may be had always at hand 


even happen to ſwallow a little, it would 
do no injury; but this may, nevertheleſs, , 


This Dentilave Tincture will be found] q 
of great uſe when the teeth have made 
their way through the gums, and left an 1 


food is apt to lodge in the ſpaces, conta. 
minating the root of the teeth, and cauſing 
them to fall out before their uſual time, 
the effects of which are, that the unf | 
cloſe up, and the new teeth are put into i 
wrong direction. Beſides, if an applic 
tion of this kind be not frequently made, 
the contamination will ſpread itſelf to th 
new bed of teeth intended as a ſecondcourſ þ 
and, — them of an ill colour, and 

| " orion 


deſtroying their hold, cauſe them to decay 
_ prematurely. It is from a neglect of this 
ſort, that we ſee ſo many hundreds of 
young people loſe their teeth intirely, and 
others have them irregularly placed in the 
gums. When this Tincture is applied to 
the gums of children, already in part ſup- 
plied with teeth, a fine ſoft bruſh will be 
moſt likely to diſlodge any thing offenſive 
in the interſtices of the teeth and gums, 
and will gently infinuate the. medicine into 
the cavities of the gums; which, by its 
friendly antiſeptic quality, will keep t 

in a ſtate of cleanneſs and ſoundneſs. This 
is the only attention neceſſary till the child 
arrive at the ſecond dentition; which will 
undoubtedly be favourable, if there have 
been no neglect in the preceding rules. 


(3) 
Of the Second Dentition. 


L MOS T the ſame order is obſerved 

in the ſecond dentition as in the firſt, 

only great care is neceſſary that the gums 
be kept clean, and often moiſtened with 
the Dentilave Tincture; for, as the milk- 
teeth ſometimes fall out before the ſecond 
are far advanced through the gum, there 
— neceſſarily be formed vacuities in the 
gums, which, readily admitting pieces of 
food to lodge there, are, by the natural heat 
of the gum itſelf, ſoon corrupted; whence 
proceeds a 000 of the young teeth. 
The ſame would be the caſe with almoſt the 
whole ſet, unleſs the Tincture were applied 
now and then with a bruſh, ſo as to diſ- 
lodge any particles of food that might be 
retained there; for, as the ſecond teeth are 
larger than the firſt, there muſt, of courſe, 
be two of the latter to make room for one 
of the former; ſo that there will be in- 
equalities and interſtices formed in the 
gums, till the dentition be JOE 

finiſhed. 

It is therefore ohe oully neceſſary to 
apply the Tincture, with a bruſh, to the 
s; at leaſt two or three times a week 


ad 


during the ſecond dentition ; by which ap- 
| an | 


(587. 3) 

-» plicioen the teeth themſelves will not only 

be kept clean, but the gums alſo rendered 

ſound, and be made to adhere firmly to 

them; an effectual prevention from their 

becoming ill-ſhaped and ſnaggled, which 
is often the caſe through negle& and inat- 
'tention, as the roots, not being yet fim | 
are liable to be diſplaced from nz | 
the leaſt ſolid ſubſtances. = - 
Thus, with care and attention to the rules ; 
| 5 laid down, it will be almoſt im- 
poſſible for the child not to have a fine ſet 
of teetb, while there will be an abſolute 

certainty of his having ſound ones. 

The mouth being 1 now ſupplied with 
the full number of teeth, our next inquiry 
will be, how to preſerve 1⁰ great a bleſſing 
and ornament; after which we ſhall de- 
ſcribe the nature of the tooth-ache, and 
lay down a method to remove it, as well as 
to youre nt! its return. 5 
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of the Tooth-Avhe. 0 
HERE are few diſeaſes more pain- 


1 tooth · ache, the ſufferers of which 
(though they may "ſeldom meet t with 15 
are deſerving our pity. 

The cauſe of this difcaſe may the: va- 
rious : from obſtructions and inflamma- 


themſelves; from morbid matter collected 


in the veſſels ſurrounding them; from the 
teeth being expoſed to the air, by the gums 


loſing their hold, owing to ſcorbutic or 


large a quantity of mercury having been 


arm en berwern the e- eg err 


or from a variety of other cauſes. 
A patient afflicted with this complaint 


who commonly adviſes extraction, be the 
cauſe what it may. 


dily conſents to any operation whereby he 


the artiſt ſeldom fails to promiſe him a 
radical cure from the inſtrument. 
as the cauſes of the diſcaſe are ſo very va- 

rious 


ful or troubleſome in their nature 


tions of the nerves and veſſels of the teeth 


venereal diſonders; from the effects of too 
taken into the habit; from tartar having 


has generally recourſe to a tooth-drawer, 


The unhappy ſufferer 
is ſo tormented with the pain, that he rea- 


is at all likely to be releaſed from it, and 


Now 


r 
1 


mm) 
nous and remote in their natures, it fol: 
lows, of courſe, that the operation muſt 
often be fruitleſsly performed, and as fre- 
quently be the mean of bringing on greater 
evils, without removing, or even leflening, 
in the leaſt, that which we have now under 
conſideration; for ſhould the diforder be 
ſeated in the correſpondent-gum, or be ow. 
ing to an inflammation in the ſurrounding 
veſſels, it ſeldom fails to be aggravated, 

a conſiderable degree, by the diftenfion of 
the ſocket of the aw, and by the lacera- 
tion of the'gum which attends the extrac- 
tion of the tooth. | 
The tooth ſentenced to be drawn is ge- 
nerally that where the ſenſe of pain is felt; 
but it is not unuſual for the real pain to. 
fue from @ diſorder in another tooth, 
ſeated, perhaps, on the contrary ſide of the 
ame je; and even ſometimes in the other 
oppoſite jaw. That this is often the caſe 
is certain; and the reaſon is well known to 
all thoſe who arc i in the ſmalleſt dep? 
converſant with the doctrine of the! 
pathy of the never; 1 im che human confti- 
tution, | 5 eee 
- Should a-perſon; t celle thus eirtutn- 
ftanced, be perſiiaded to ſubmit to the ope- 
ration, he would be as far from the cure 2 
before ; and, 'befides, would have the mor- 
E plication 
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| tification af mlictting, that he had loſt an 


uſeful tooth which might have remained 1 in 


its place as long as he lived. 


The extent of this raſh and mal:apro- 


Pos practice does by no means here; 
for when the deſired eaſe is not obtained 


by drawing one tooth, the inconſiderate, 


unſkilful artiſt, adviſes the removal of 4 


ſecond or a third; and I have known thoſe 
who have really had patience tg endure the 
excruciating torture of drawing five ſound 
teeth for a pain in the jaw, which ſeemed 


to originate with the left anterior molaris. 


of the upper jaw. As ſoon, however, ag 


that tooth was removed, the pain was 


tranſplanted in the next, and ſo on to the 

laſt; when it was found to be a periodical 

diſorder, which could only, be removed by 

"Them doſes of the cortex. 

i N wanting thoſe who are 

i uaded thus. wantonly. to throw 
cf their eh either from undervaluir ng 
them, or From not, having: dne pa 


1 5 in them. If the patient, ſhould 


attempt to reaſon with the operator upon 


We calc, he will be: anſwered, that pro- 


_ viced the operation, do not ſucceed, he can 
at any time put in artificial teeth in their 
room BY: will be more beautiful, and 05 
9 


© apy.difad at 4 arifing from a de- 
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leſs uſeful in all the 
tion, muaſtication, 8.0 Abeſe are the dail 


mon tooth-drawers. 
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s of Aticdla- 


promiſes of artful, defignin| 
wholſe.: bold aſſertions, though 1 Is 
yelenl uns: never yet been yerified,”: 

There are; doubtleſs, cafes in which the | 


vperation may be judiciauſly-and properly 


recommended; ſuch as; where a tooth has 
been for a long time carious; for then the 
nerve of the tooth being expoſed to the 
air, is, of eonſequence, always likely io 
become painful: the extraction is the far- 
ther indicated, if the perforation into the 
carious cavity be ſo large as would not 
anſwer the purpoſe, if filled with gold; 
lead, or even wax; for when the orifice of 


the tooth is large, it will not admit of 


either of thoſe expedients, as, in maſtica- 
tion, the force of the prefſure of the ſub- 


ſtance with which the tooth is filled, is in 
proportion to the ſuperficial circumference 


of the cavity; ſo that the nerve would be 


ſo compreſſed by the extraneous body as 


not to be endured. Whenever. a caſe of 
this ſort occurs, it is better to apply to a 
gentleman of the profeſſion; who, it may 
be expected, is of too liberal a mind . to 

trifle with the diſorder for the fakx of ava- 
Tice, as is the caſe with moſt of the com- 


E 2 : It 
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It cannot be denied but that an operator 
ho accuſtoms himſelf to this operation 
Kagly, muſt; perform it with, perhaps, 
wore dezterity than others duly, initiated in 

the medical profeſſion ; > but _ unleſs 
previous knowledge of ana- 
tomy and diſeaſes, he will — — aloſs 
to underſtand the relation they bear to each 

other. There are, however, = be found 
in this metropolis, gentlemen regularly bred 
to phyſic and anatomy, who do not think 
it derogatory to their reputation to give 
themſelves up to this part of the profeſſion; 
and into ſuch hands only can the afflicted 

ſafely flee for the deſired relief. 

Although, as I have before obſerved, 
ſome caſes occur that point out the Exe 
tractor as the only fundamental cure, 
nine times in ten the diſeaſe night be bes re 
pac .by 2 means. The loſs of 2 
| ſo much conſequence to the 
_ ys ſo irremediable, that it ſhould 
never be conſented to but where all other 
means are hkely to fail ; and could people 
ox on the change it makes in their 
2 „ ſhape of the mouth, (ſuch as fuf- 
the cheeks to fall in, as in old age; ) 
could they but anticipate theſe ills only in 
idea, oy would never candemn a tooth to 


extraction but from real TP. Were 
the 


it dan be prevented from a 
= effected. The innumerable + 


tw 


| the tooth even of no uſe in chewing the 
food, Vet it is ſo Yreferable to an artificial 
one, in preventing a chaſm in the j Jaw, that 
d is highly adviſable to retain at, 5 
and which 
happy circumſtance may almoſt always jk 
ty 
found, as: well as unſound teeth, ſeen at the 
common tooth-drawers, ought to he a me- 
mento to this raſh practice; but daily ex- 


perience evinces, that te in 

— become fo careleſs Ef eheir W 
on the firſt attack of the tooth · ache they 
flee to the firſt and neareſt of theſe adi 

whoſe ignorance makes him reatlily com 
ply with the patient's. of having it 
taken out; when he ought to know, that at 
this ſtate of the diſeaſe the rooth may be 


recovered, ſo as to be equally uſeful with 


any in the mouth. This inconfidevate 
conduct is the reaſon why we ſee half the 
people of this country loſe, perhaps, one 
third, or more, of their teeth, white they 

are in pon CI of lie 7 
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ot the Tartar of the Teeth, pf 


IE Sariinizon of rartar onthe cook 
cannot be faid to be a diſeaſe in its 
ſat, ſince it will naturally happen as well 
to healthy as uhſound conſtitutions. The 
tartar proves to be a combination of ſalt 
and earth, the colour and hardneſs of 
which depend on the proportion the one 
bears to the other. We know that every 
fluid in the * rticipates more or Jets 
of theſe elements, the. blood "itſelf not ex- 
cepted; even the materia perſpirabilis, 
though attenuated to ſo minute a degree, is 
found to contain: a proportion of thoſe 
| „ but which, were it not for their 
ing immediately carried out of che body 
by ſweat, or inſenſible perſpiration, thus 
leaving no traces behind, would have a 
contrary effect if a nidus or medium were 
found to aſſiſt in their conjuction. This 
we ſee happen daily in the urinary calcu- 
Jus, which is, in principle, analogous to the 
tartar -of the teeth. The tartar of the 
teeth is formed from the faliva, which 
contains not only a ſufficient quantity of 
_ and falt for this work, but its clammy 
uality alſo contributes to its immediate 
mation. This ꝓroceſs is more particu- 
larly 


80 
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larly carried on in the night, as in the day 
the motion of the mouth, inp cc, 
would prevent its lodgment. The 
are the parts deſtined 2 the reception of 
this concretion, being unable, from their 
inelaſticity, to repel or diſlodge it; and, in 
the night, the ſaliva that is ſecreted by the 
glands ** the fauces is more glutinous than 
in the day, their action being heightened 
by the action of the contiguous muſcles. 
This viſcidity of the ſaliva is increaſed by 
the finer parts being carried off with reſpi- 

ration, ſo that it hangs about the teeth, 
and inſinuates itſelf between them and the 
edges of the gums. It receives alſo a far- 
ther addition from the putrid remains of 
the food that lodge themſelves in the ſame 
manner, and which (to every, the ſmalleſt 
natural philoſopher) are known capable of 
reſolving, by putrefaction, into the ſame 
principles beſore mentioned. If, "Da 
fore, this new formed concretion be not re- 
moved by a bruſh and ſome dentifrice, it 
will every day become harder and harder, 
and collect itſelf Aratum ſuper fratum, ſo 
as not only to be injurious to the teeth 
and breath, but even to diſtort and diſ- 


190 the lips, cauſing them to become 
phorrid and ſhocking to behold. 
” We 
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We find, therefore, that this com- 
int is purely the effect of negligence, | 
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of the Cure of the 1 Ty-larous Chace. 
| tion on the Teeth. 


Ir this | diſorder has not already 3 
1 to a great height, it is probable a re- 
ark: to the bruſh and the Hentifrice may 
effectually remove it; but 1 have ſeen in- 
ſtances where the tartar of the teeth has 
acquired a hardneſs equal to the teeth 
themlelyes, almoſt an equal reſiſtance to a 
Kone or piece of glaſs. Where there is not 
. pofbiley of removing the tartar by other 
means, and that its removal is pointed out 
either by pain, & c. recourſe muſt be had 
to the inſtrument; but this ſhould never 
be done, except in caſes of real neceſſity, 
for the reaſons hereafter given. I am ſure 
many people are unwiſe enough to ſubmit 
to this operation, when gentle means would 
ſucceed much better; and, indeed, it does 
not follow that the teeth muſt be rendered 
of a better colour, ſince the tartar has fre- 
quently ſo. incorporated. itſelf with and 
contaminated the enamel, as to bring the 
latter off with it, and therefore leave the 
teeth in a worſe condition than they were 
before. This could never have happened 
from the bruſh and Dentifrice ; fince, even 
though the abraſi ve — of it ſhould ope- 


103 
rate upon the enamel, (which is ſcarcely 
ſſible) we can appl 10 juſt as. we pleaſe, 
50 omit it when 2 We reached the ena- 
mel; and after this apply it as a preventa- 
tive only. We ſee, therefore, the cure 
and prevention of this complaint 'are both 
very ſimple and eaſy ; ; nothing 1 more being 
required, than to perſuade people to put 
that value upon Heir teeth bach their 
uſe and beauty naturally point out. 
Now, althqu ugh the Profit of 0 operations 
a upon the. teeth is fifty times reater than 
the reaſon of 10 many forei ſurgeon· den- 
tiſts, whoſe practice 85 Xo 
equally foreign to the welfare o f wankind;) 
* humanity. dictates to us, that where a 
iforder may be removed by fi fits aple. means, 
without the leaſt riſk, and wh en others 
may be the accafion of greater evils than 
the one intended to be be removed, intereſt 
| ought not to be brought into the ſcale as a 
counterpoiſe for. the ale and health of a 
patient. That this laſt, it is to be feared, 
18. 4 material conſideration with many of 
thoſe who call themſelves. /urgeon-dentifts, 
may be gathered from the premiſes of the 
ſubſequent chapter. 
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now become ſo ptevalent, that many 
fargeon-devtiſts find patients who agree to 
give them ſo much a year, and 1 their 
teeth over to them as truſtees; the ſurgeon- 
dentift, on his part, agreeing to pay all ex- 
pences of grinding and preſerving the po- 
liſh of his own Taſte within, People the 
more readily make compacts of this kind, 
under this falſe notion, that they ſhall 
thereby be exempt from any trouble with 
their teeth themſelves: but even in this 
they are much miſtaken, for the united 
efforts of all the furgeon-dentiſts in the 
kingdom, could not inſure their teeth a year 
. without ſome care on the part of the 
patient. 

There is no proverb more true, than 
that “ Ore fool makes many.” If a per- 
ſon has originally had good teeth, which, 
from neglect, are incruſted with tar- 
tar, it is probable, but by 'no means cer- 
\ tain, that if that tartar be removed by the 
inſtrument in ſcaling, the white enamel]. 
may be again exhibited to view, and be 
pleaſing as before. It is this probability 
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which has brought this operation into uſe 
and repute, though unworthily ; ſince 
th might have done. it equally well, 
and much more ſafely, unleſs its adheſion 
to the teeth was very firm indeed. N ay, 
even though it might be argued, that, in 
this one caſe, ſcaling was the moſt feaſible 
remedy, yer it ought not to induce every 
one implicitly to adopt it, ſeeing the ope- 
ration is ſometimes attended with the moſt 
pernicious conſequence. 

The two following caſes are not adduced 
with a view intirely to explode the uſe of 
the rugine or ſcraper, but to ſhew that re- 
courſe ſhould never be had to them but upon, 
at leaſt, a reaſonable preſumption that other 
means would be totally ineffectual. When- 
ever ſuch caſes do occur, I would earneſt] 
recommend it to the public, not to overloo 
intirely their own countrymen, who, as 
well as foreigners, conſider themſelves as 
having characters to loſe; and who are 
more immediately intereſted in the ſucceſs 
of their practice, by this being the place 
of their birth, as well as their place of 
abode. Beſides, is not ſurgery or anatomy 
carried to as great a perfection here as 
abroad ? Are not our countrymen equally 
extolled for their humanity ? and cannot 
they feel as ſympathetically for the diſ- 
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treſſes of their fellow creatures? Or is ava- 
rice a vice more prevalent with us than 
with foreigners? I am afraid we are too apt 
to be led away by novelty, and the ſpecious 
ſound of glaring titles; ſuch as Surgeon- 
dentiſt to a Queen, or a Princeſs; a title that, 
ſtaring one in the face in almoſt every ſtreet 
of this great metropolis, might bring diſ- 
grace upon the profeſſion, by inducing 
ſome to believe they were either eaſily or 
unworthily obtained. Many native, how- 
ever, as well as foreign artiſts, taking ad- 
vantage of the credulity of the public, the 
characteriſtic of the Engliſh nation, ſeem 
determined to make the moſt of their pa- 
tients, paſſing counterfeit for ſterling merit, 
under the following maſk ; Si vult popult 
decipi, decipiatur. Dh: ER 

But, to return from this digreſſion: 
Knowing how little credit is given to nar- 
rations, unleſs they are properly authen- 
ticated, the following caſes are ſelected, as 

being well known in the reſpective neigh- 
bourhoods of the perſons. The firſt is 
that of an eminent 22 in Mark 


borough - Street, whoſe practice for theſe 


thirty years has procured him the eſteem 
of all who have the pleaſure of his ac- 
quaintance; and although he has the 
greateſt reaſon to complain of the mal- 
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practice of the ſurgeon-dentift, yet his 

humanity has hitherto witholden him. 
Hearing accidentally his cafe, I was deter- 
mined to take the firſt © ee e of 
making it public, only in ſuch a manner as 
neither to wound the delicacy of the one, 
nor injure the reputation of the other. 
With reſpect to the former, he is totally 
ignorant of my intention to publiſh at all 
on this ſubject; and in regard to the latter, 
ſhould this Treatiſe perchance fall into his 
hands, he muſt do me the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, that the manner in which I 
have mentioned it ought to convince him, 


that neither envy nor malevolence gave riſe 
to the relation, It was, indeed, a caſe much 
in point, as to the ſubject on which I am 


writing; and I think myſelf perfectly at 
liberty to quote it, without expoſing my- 
ſelf to the odious epithet of attempting to 
raiſe my on fame on the ruin of another's. 
Mr. M ch had originally a good ſet 


of teeth, but incautiouſly ſuffering a tar- 


tar to form on the enamel of them, they 
became a little unſightly. He applied to 
Mr. H“, a ſurgeon-dentiſt, who enjoys 
annually the ſweets of royal munificence, 


who perſuaded him to have them ſcaled, 


as he called it. Mr. M. paying implicit 5 


compliance to the * of the dentiſt, 


whoſe 
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whoſe experience, while, it pointed out to 
him the neceſſity, taught him to fear no- 
thing from the operation; more eſpecially 
as he was farther encouraged to it, from 
the docility of thoſe who, moving in ex- 
alted bete, had already truſted their 
maſticating powers into the hands of this 
celebrated operator. The operation was 
no ſooner done, en Mr. M. began to feel 
a very great ſimilar to that ſen- 
ſation defcribed bn c ſetting the teeth on 
edge. This increaſed to tuch a violent 
degree, that it was imagined the inflamma- 
tion was about to reſolve itfelf by abſceſs 
or ſuppuration; and it was thought neceſ- 
ſary to draw a tooth, in order to give diſ- 
charge to the matter ſuppoſed to be lodged 
in wh alveolary proceſs. The pain ſoon 
extending itſelf to all the teeth, the draw- 
ing of the one mentioned had not the leaſt 
ect; he was driven to the neceſſity of 
having two more drawn, and a perforation 
was made into the jaw itſelf: in ſhort, the 
whole head bacon affected fo ſtrongly, 
that the ſurgeons, who conſulted upon his 
Caſe, were obliged to come to the reſolu · 
tion of drawing every tooth in his head; 
ſince opium, bleeding, fomentations, and 
all other topical remedies, were of no uſe. 
Mr, M—c—h bore this dreadful ſentence, 
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and ſtill more dreadful operation, with 
wonderſul reſolution and patience; but, 
alas! how great muſt have been the mor- 
tification, when, after loſing every tooth in 
his head, he could not loſe or get rid of the 
pain; even though he had, with a farther 
view of relief, ſeveral orifices made into 
both jaws : nay, the pain becoming ſo ex- 
| cruciating, he conſented to the actual cau- 
; but this, as well as other means, fail 
ing. he ſuffers to this day (and, I fear, will 
do to the day of his death) the ſame tor- 
ture, im ſome degree or other; which is often 
ſo extreme as to deprive him almoſt of rea- 
ſon.—To hear him relate the effects of the 
ſcaling of his teeth, excites in one the moſt 
painful emotions, and makes one ready to 
wiſh that a ſtop were immediately put to 
che 6825 of the inferument.” | 
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Remarks « on the Moe Caſe. 


- THE ahi of the teeth 1s not aal 
intended as an ornament to them, but as 
an uſeful covering, to defend them from 
the effects of ſudden ſhocks of cold and 
heat, and of taking acids in the mouth. 
Now, i in all probability, in ſcaling the teeth, 

A * of the _ enamel was detached | | 
rom 
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from. them, which laying their internal 
| ſurface bare, expoſed the finer fibrillæ of 
the nerves to the ſudden irritations of the 
cold air. This brought on an inflamma- 
tion of all the neryes from the ſame branch 
and origin; and accounts for the pain ex- 
rending itſelf to the head and temples. 
The inflammation, though it began in the 
' nerves neareſt the ſurface of the teeth, was, 
However, carried to the ſuperiour branches 
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were all en as the ſeat o the diſeaſe 
was tranſplanted, the relief, of courſe, was 
not obtained. 
Though the FRE of the nerves is 
' leaſt underſtood of any part of the ſcience, - 
yet we can reaſon. from experience and 
obfervation ; and it muſt be remembered, 
that when a ſudden attack has happened 
by fright, agitation, or other cauſes, al- 
thoug k the cauſe itſelf be eff:Qually re- 
; ket. the ſymptoms frequently continue; nf 
witneſs many hyſterica] and other com- 
plaints of the nervous kind. This was 
exactly the caſe with this gentleman; for 
notwithſtanding the teeth were all drawn, 
he ſtill ſuffered the ſame pain periodically, 
(though not at regular times) in ſpite of 
all the bark he has taken. I forgot to 
mention, that he even ſuffered . | 
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for it, with a view of ditting the ſenſa- 
tion of the nerves throughout the whole 
framè; in "ſhort, he has exhauſted every 
effort for 4 cure, which proving ineffec- 
tual, makes him, as a worthy man, an object 
of eyery one's commiſeration. 
The ſecond caſe is that of a lady. 
1 have her conſent to publiſh it, fince 
the confeſſes it has occurred to others of 
her acquaintance | frequently; and unlefs 
Tome. means are adopted for checking the 
raQtice, there will always continue ro be 

Nuerere in in the ſame way. Were the ob- 
ſervations I. ſhall make on theſe caſes ſuch 
as not to ſtrike the underſtanding of every 
reader, I might inſert with propriety many 
other circumſtances of the like nature, but 
they would be needleſs here, for the above | 
Teaſanh. - _ | 
__Miſfs M. S. was remarked among her 
acquaintance for her fine teeth; but fan- 
cying they were a little diſcoloured; al- 
though no tartar was formed on them, ſhe 
0 to a foreign dentiſt; who told her 
"ſhe muſt have them ſcaled or ſcraped, after 
which operation they, would be as white as 
ſnow... | Conſiderin: him in the light of an 
eminent dentiſt; and that, as his Practice 
was ſaid to have brought him at leaſt 700. 
or 8001. a year, he could by no Gs be 
m thought 
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thought to be in a needy condition, ſo far 
as that a guinea or two could be no 
object ſufficient to biaſs him from the linę 
of ſtrict honour in his profeſſion. What. | 
ever was the motive, or -ruling' paſſion of 
his conduct, he ſet about ſcaling her teeth; 
operation, much whiter. The next day, 
however, though the found hi unable 
to bite a cruſt of bread, ſhe Was either to- 
tally ignorant or th oughtleſs c of the cauſe. 
After dinner, as ſhe was eating ſome pre- 
ſerved fruit, in the way of deſſert, ſhe com- 
plained her teeth were tender, and on an 
edge; which effect being imputed to the 
ſugar of the preſerve, ſhe abſtained from 
any more that day; but the next, attempt- 
ing to eat part of a 5 ſhe was 
ſtruck with the moſt uneaſy. ſenſation of 
all the teeth in her head, and found the 
pain ſpread itſelf all over the Jaws, and 
part of the face. A gentlemarr of the 
faculty being called in, ſoon found the 
cauſe to have been owing to. the operation 
on the teeth, the nerves of them having 
been. expoſed | to a ſudden admiſſion of cold 
air. She was inſtantly ordered internal 
doſes of laudanum to allay the pain, it 
having almoſt thrown her into a Aebriam. 
Fomentations of the decoction of poppy- 
begs R 


3 ) 
| CES were 3 applied to ke white 


face, and anodyne gargles were repeatedly 
holden in the . by the frequent re- 
petitions of which ſhe was rendered at 
length free of the pain, though there has 
ever fince remained ſuch a tenderneſs. of 
the teeth, that has obliged her to refrain 
from. all acids, ſaccharine ſubſtances, and 
even all food that requires much chewing. 
This caſe is ſufficient to ſhew the ob- 
noxious effects of injudicious ſcaling ; and 
that it- ſhould never be done but with the 
utmoſt caution to keep the teeth from the 
ſudden acceſs of cold air; fince by the ope- 
ration they are rendered exquiſitely ſenſi- 
tive and ſuſceptible of irritation. 
'T. have farther to qbſerve in the above 
- caſe, that if a bruſh and a dentitrice had 
| been uſed: inſtead of the. inſtrument, it 
would. have been equally efficacious; ſince 
the diſcolouration of the teeth was very 
flight: beſides, daily experience evinces, 
that the bruſh will remove a thick cruſt of 
tartar, and though not ſo expeditiouſly as by 
the inſtrument, yet always ſafer, ſince it is 
done gradually, and the nerves receive no 
1 from a ſudden expoſure, ſo as to en- 
danger inflammation, &c. Whoever has 
made the remark, muſt be ſenſible that a 
ſteel inſtrument, if only. rubbed on the 
23 teeth, 
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teeth, imparts an unpleaſant, and, ſome- 
times, even an aching ſenſation; which 
proves that it is unfriendly to the nature 
. ant ſtructure of He wer, to ney 
So much having been ſaid, to ſhew that 
| ſcaling the teeth is often dangerous, and 
never to be deſired, it remains to point out 
a method of conduct that will entirely pre- 
clude the neceſſity of the operation. On 
this head, therefore, I ſhall venture to af- 
firm, that if a perſon, having the teeth 
compleat, were to furniſh himſelf always 
with a ſuitable bruſh and tooth-powder, and 
with a tincture for the preſervation of the 
gums, (for the diſorder of one mutual-- 
ly affects the other,) and ſhould he uſe 
theſe preſervatives once or twice a week, 
or oftener, as the caſe may require, it is 
morally impoſſible that his teeth ſhould be 
bad, or ever want ſcaling or drawing. 
'The little trouble attending this, ſurely, 
cannot be thought a puniſhment. To 
thoſe who think ſo, let them be ſatisfied, 
that we might as well expect to live long in 
health without waſhing frequently the ſur- 
face of our bodies, as that our teeth ſhould 
be in a ſound ſtate, withaut aur taking the 
leaſt pains about them. 
Should the teeth already have run in 
part to decay, and a conſiderable dag 
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of . tartar have formed itſelf upon them, 
yet by continuing the uſe of the: bruſh and 

dentifrice longitudinally, in other 
words, in the direction of t. ED there 


is no doubt but it will give way, and the 
teeth thereby recover their priya ine T 


and colour. 
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Analyſis of the common Tooth-Pow- 
ders and Tooth-Tinctures. 


T Have often wondered how it was 'poſ- 
ſible that ſo many people ſhould ſuffer 
from their teeth, when there were ſo many 
remedies daily offered them. To try how | 
far they merited the epithet of preſervers 
of the teeth and gums, I made ſeveral ex- 
periments with them, which may be re- 
| rp by any one who ſhall entertaia the 
eaſt doubt of what is advanced reſpecting 
their qualities. In the firſt place, I ana- 
lyzed one of the moſt reputed tinctures in 
uſe, and found it to be a preparation of 
the vitriolic acid, though much diſguiſed. - 
Its property, indeed, was that of whitening 
the teeth ; but then it was by means of a 
_ corrofive quality, which changed the co- 
lour of the natural bluiſh white into that 
of a chalky whiteneſs, thereby rendering 
the tooth liable to decay and moulder 
away: for, after I had immerged a tooth 
in the above tincture, kept. warm for thirty 
hours, on looking at it, 1 found it was re- 
duced as it were to a mere piece of calcined 
bone. In ſhort, by a like eſſay on moſt of 
the common tooth- tinctures, I perceived 
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they parti icipated ſtrongly of a vitriolic or 
marine acid, diluted and diſguiſed. 

'The rooth- powders are the moſt inno- 
cent of the two; but they, too, are frequent- 
Iy compoſed of ſuch: hard ſubſtances as 

abrade the tender part of the enamel, be- 
ing themſelves eule, and made * 
of angular particles. 

I ſhall forbear ſaying any more on the 
ſubject, leſt it ſhould be conſtrued an at- 
tempt to depreciate all other dentifrices and 
tinctures, in order to raiſe the fame of my 
own; neither ſhall I make particular enco- 
miums on thoſe which I have prepared as pre- 
ſervatives for the teeth, but leave the world 
to judge of their ſafety and efficacy in the 
trial. This much, however, I hope I may 
be allowed to advance, that the Dentifrice 
Powder contains not a particle of any in- 
diſſoluble ſubſtance, (as emery, powdered 
glaſs, &c. the common compoſitions ;) 
and therefore may be uſed as often as may 
be, withgyt the leaſt injury to the enamel 
of the tee fince the /atter is of a nature 
much harder than the former. 

With reſpect to the Dentilave Tincture, 
inaſmuch at it js exempt from the leaſt 
taint of any vitriolic, muriatic, wee 
or any other acid, a tooth may be im- 


meried 1 in it for years, without the leaſt cor- 
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rolion whatever, its property being purely 
antiſeptic, thereby recovering and keeping 
the gums ſound, and adheſive to the teeth. 
As a corroborating proof of this, and in 
order to remove the leaſt ſcruple entertains. 
ed of its effects, a piece of fleſh, already on 
the decay, may be plunged- into it, and; 
being afterwards dried, it will be found 
to be recovered from its putreſcent diſ- 
r ß 
HFaving now, according to my plan, 
treated largely on the ſeveral diſorders of 
the teeth and gums, and pointed out pro- 
per remedies for them, as well as the means 
of preſerving them in a beautiful, found 
ſtate, I have nothing farther to add on: 
this ſubject, but to aſſure my readers, that 
if proper applications of the Tincture to the 
gums, and Dentifrice to the teeth, be made 
according to the directions given with 
them, it is impoſſible they ſhould grow 
foul, or decay, but with old age; nor can 
there be any ſo bad as may not be recover- 
ed, in ſome degree or other, ſo as to be 
retained in the head, become uſeful in 
| maſtication, and anſwer every purpoſe for 
which Nature deſigned them. A trial of 
them in ſome thouſands of perſons, for 
ſome years paſt, though- never till now 
called by my name, has convinced me that 
| N nothing 
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nothing can be fafer nor more efficacious. 
I muſt, however, candidly confeſs, that 
many dentifrices will bring the teeth ſooner 


to a white colour; but then, neither this 


colour, nor the teeth themſelves, can laſt 
long, on account of their corrofive qualities. 
If che gums ſhould even have become ſoft 
and flabby, and quite putrid, the Denti- 
lave Tin&ture may be applied with great 
ſafety, the good effects of which will be 
deemed aſtoniſhing; but in this caſe it will 
be well to wait for the teeth being faſter, 


_ (which will foon happen from a uſe of the 


Tincture as directed) before the powder 


be applied to them, leſt the motion of the 
bruſh fhould totally difplace them. One 


great caution is neceffary, and that is, al- 


ways to rince the mouth with cold water 


after meals, to prevent any part of the 
food from lodging in the cavities of the 
teeth or gums. Many people prefer a lit- 
tle red wine for that purpoſe, under a no- 
tion of its aſtringency, but that is very 
improper, fince, as it abounds with tar- 
tar, its natural tendency is that of diſco- 
louring the teeth. SD. 
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| g The Dentilave Tinfure here recommended. 


as a Cure for the Looth-Ache, and Scurvy 


in the Gums, and for faſtening and preſerv- 
ing the Teeth, Price 25, 64d. Te Horne 3 as '\* 
alſo the Dentifrice for cleaning and beauti-" 
fying the Tecth, without impairing the Ena- 
mel, Price 15. the Box; are fold Wholeſale 
and Retail, by the Propricter, at N & 14> 


Hollen-Street, near Wardour-Street, Soho; 
and by the following Perſons, viz. J. Sou- 
thern, Bookſeller, oppoſite Park-Place, St. 
ames's - Street; 
o. 18, Paternoſter-Row, Cheapſide; at 
the Eſſex Coffee- Houſe, Whitechapel ; and 
| by the Os Perſons in the Country: 
viz. Crutwell, Bath; Froft, Chelmsford ; 


Pugh, Hereford; Shave, Ipſwich ; Slack, 


| Newcaſtle; Chaſe, Norwich; by a Book- 
ſeller in ev arket-Town in England; 
by Patrick Higley, Bookſeller, . in Henry- 


Street, Dublin ; and by George Reid, Prin- 


ter, in Edinburgh. 
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